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as originally filed, 
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2. Hie amendments have resulted m the cancellation ofi 
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□ the claims. 



Nos. 



□ the drawings, sheets/fig 
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^' """f "* If ^""^^ ^^<^> ^ """^ invent^ye step or Industrial appIiGabllltv 

citations and explanations suDnortino su^^h i>*af«n.w *^ muusmai appiicaoiiity. 



I explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-8, 10-14 



1-8, 10-14 



1-8, 10-14 



YES 
NO 
YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and eiqilanatioiis 

1. Reference is made to -the following documents: 

Dl: FR-A-2 756 815; 
D2: WO-A-00 78594. 

2.1 The following is known from the disclosure in 

document Dl (see, in particular, page 7, line 27 to 
page 12, line 5 and figures lA, IB, IC, 2A and 2B) : 

a facility comprising a single conveyor 
positioned along the centre line of the load 
path by means of a tow chain and a rail, which 
extends the entire length of the facility. 

The arrangement of the above assembly corresponds to 
the configuration described in the characterising 
portion of claim 1. 

The facility described in document D2 does not 
disclose any modifications to the tow function of 
the means known from document Dl because docxoment D2 
discloses only a cable (13), instead of a chain 
(Dl), which cable has solely a tow function and is 

separate from a stationary supporting system that 

FonnPCmPEA/409 (BoxV) (Januaiy 1994) ~ ' ■ 



2.2 



INTERNATlONAIi PRE] 




rARY EXAMINATION REPORT 




has a load-bearing function. 

. Moreover, , as is the. case with document Dl, the 
following is present in document D2: 

• a rail (12), which extends the entire length of 
the facility; 

• each load is suspended from said stationary load- 
bearing rail by means of a movable carriage (5) ; 

• carriage movement is guided, with said carriage 
sliding along said stationary rail 12; and said 
carriage is attached by means of a device (31) to 
the tow cable (13) . 

2.3 It follows that certain differences can be 
identified between claim 1 of the application and 
the prior art as defined in document Dl and/or 
document D2. Firstly, every cable in the facility 
currently being examined has both a tow function and 
a load-bearing function. Secondly, the suspended 
loads are supported only by the cables between the 
guide wheels of the tensioned overhead cable. 
Finally, the conveyors in the application are 
symmetrical and positioned on either side of the 
load path and said loads move between two conveyors, 
with each load being suspended from arms 
perpendicular to said two conveyors. 

2.4 The improvements to the prior art in this technical 
field, as proposed by the present application, are 
ob vi ous , name 1 y : 

The application 



combines the load-bearing and tow functions that 
the transport cables in each conveyor have with 
regard to the loads transported, while. 
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nevertheless, maintaining said cables tensioned 
on guide wheels in a predetermined circuit; and 
• uses the balancing capacity that one pendulum, ■ 
which suspends a specific load from a specific 
cable on a guide wheel, has with the other 
pendulum associated with the same load and the 
same cable, both necessarily in an area of the 
circuit where the cable is not guided or even 
over sections of varying heights. 

3. None of the other cited documents comprises similar 
solutions or suggests facilities that have the same 
distinctive features. The subject matter of claim 1 
is, therefore, novel and inventive in relation to 
the knowledge of a person skilled in the art, as 
represented by documents Dl and D2. 

Claim 1 fulfils the requirements set forth in PCT 
Article 33 (1) to (4) . 

4. Claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 14, which are dependent on 
independent claim 1, disclose modifications to the 
main facility claimed. Said modifications are not 
anticipated by the documents cited. The subject 
matter of claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 14 is, therefore, 
also novel and inventive. 

Claims 2 to 8 and 10 to 14 fulfil the requirements 
set forth in PCT Article 33(1) to (4). 

5. Contrary to the requirements of PCT Rule 5.1(a) (ii) , 
the description does not indicate the relevant prior 
art disclosed in documents Dl and D2, nor does it 
cite said documents. 
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In the application, the text of claim 9 is missing 
from the set of claims 
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